ADVENTURES   OF  THE

of wine were arranged in the recesses, and bread and
roast meat were ready in the kitchen. We were
greatly fatigued, and drank each of us, a glass of
Portugal wine with our meat, and passed the whole
night together in mutual bliss. In this scene of felicity
when the morning dawned, an uproar was raised in
the town that the princess had disappeared. Frock*
clamations were issued in every district and street;
and bawds and messengers were despatched with
orders, that wherever she was to be found, she might
be seized [and brought to the king]; and guards of
royal slaves were posted at all the gates of the city.
Those guards received orders not to let an ant pass
without the royal permission; and that whoever would
bring any intelligence of the princess should receive a
kffiat and a thousand pieces of gold us a present.
The bawds roamed through the whole city and entered
every house.

I, who was ill fated, did not shut the door. An
old hag, the aunt of Satan (may God make her face
black), with a string of beads in her hand, and covered
with a mantle, finding the door open, entered without
fear, and standing before the princess, lifted up her
hands and blessed her, saying, " I pray to God that
he may long preserve you a married woman, and
thy husband's turban may be permanent! I am a
poor beggar woman, and I have a daughter who is in
her full time and perishing in the pains of child-birth ;
I have not the means to get a little oil which I may
burn in our lamp; food and drink, indeed, are out of
the question. If she should die, how shall I bury
her? and if she is brought to bed, what shall I give